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GENDER ORIENTATION IN A NUMBER OF INDONESIAN NEWSPAPER SHORT
STORIES: A STRUCTURAL AND SOCIOLOGICAL STUDY WITH AN
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Abstract: This study investigated the gender relevance and orientation of a number of short stories
from Indonesian national newspapers, i.e., Kompas, Media Indonesia, Republika, and Sinar
Harapan. The sample consisted of 100 short stories, published from January to August 2005. The
unit of analysis is gender system indicator, which is segregated, if the orientation is conventional,
and overlapping, if the orientation is progressive. It was found that the proportion of short stories
which had relevance to the gender issue was 48%-52% in the Kompas, Media Indonesia, and
Republika and 28% in the Sinar Harapan. Furthermore, in all dailies, the proportion of progressively
oriented stories was only 8%-12%, far less than the conventionally-oriented stories, with a proportion
of 16%-44%.  It is recommended that (1) editors give more publication space for progressive gender
oriented short stories, and (2) further studies be conducted on gender orientation of the short stories
in local newspapers.
Keywords: Newspaper short story; gender orientation
INTRODUCTION
Emancipation is not an ideal abstract concept; rather it has great relevance to the welfare and
productivity of a country. While it is beyond the scope of this paper, it could be shown that the countries that
performed under-emancipation, such as most developing countries, or over-emancipation, such as most
developed countries, have decreased productivity. On the other hand, countries that perform the right
balance in emancipation may gain in productivity. While a thoroughly balanced model has yet to be found,
the countries in East Asia seem to be closer than countries elsewhere. As economic indicators, such as
foreign exchange reserves, growth of industry, overseas exports, may indicate, these countries now
collectively form the most productive region in the world.
In this respect, the model as practiced in Indonesia is close to the Asian model, although there are
variations among region, and thus Indonesia is in the position of developing the balanced model. To fulfill
such a goal, women empowerment needs to be continually developed. This, in turn, requires a prerequisite
in the form of a socio-cultural climate that is conducive to the efforts of enhancing the dignity of women
(Tjokrowinoto et al., 1993), through a variety of channels, including mass media. Here, literature has a very
important role in the socialization of values (Ravina, 1995). In the context of the media, newspaper stories









observation revealed that that most newspaper stories had conventional gender orientation, which was not
conducive to empowerment.
Therefore, the objective of this research was to investigate the gender relevance and gender
orientation in a number of stories in Indonesian newspaper. Gender relevance was a relationship between a
story with gender issues. Gender orientation was a worldview of gender role as reflected in the story.
The literary work is influenced by the society and at the same time also have the potential to affect
the society (Spring, in Damono, 1884), in various issues, including gender matters. According to Basow
(1993), gender refers to the judgment of the public if something is classified as masculine or feminine. The
concept of gender leads to the concept of gender role, i.e., a set of rules of conduct that are considered
appropriate for men or women (Kessler and McKenna, 1978).
In the practice of everyday life, gender and gender roles manifest in a number of gender indicators,
such as labor distribution, distribution of attributes, and the application of norms. In a conventional gender
structure, the indicators are separate (segregated) between men and women. For example, in the
distribution of work, men perform public and productive works while women perform domestic and
reproductive works. By contrast, in progressive gender structure, there are overlaps (mutual sharing) on the
distribution of work, distribution of attributes, as well as the application of norms. For example, in the division
of labor, both men and women perform public and productive works as well as domestic and reproductive
works. Through observing the indicators of gender and gender roles that are expressed in a short story, it
can be inferred whether it has a conventional or progressive orientation.
METHOD
Basically, the design of this study was descriptive in general, and content analysis in particular
(Wiradji, 2001), combined with the genetic structural approach (Goldman, in Damono, 1978). From the point
of content analysis, the unit of analysis consisted of indicators of gender structure. From the point of genetic
structural approach, the analysis was performed through finding relationship between the intrinsic elements
(text) and extrinsic elements (situation and social conditions in the community).
The population consisted of a number of short stories published by various newspapers of the
capital (Jakarta). Samples were taken from stories four newspapers of the capital, namely, Kompas, Media
Indonesia, and Republika, Sunday editions, and from Sinar Harapan, Saturday edition, from the period of
January 2005 to August 2005. The sample included 100 short stories, 25 stories from each newspaper.
The analysis procedure included several stages. The first was the reading of the short stories, in the
sample, to understand their contents, followed by the writing of their synopses, themes and messages. The
second was the verification of the reading of short stories, and the review of synopsis, themes and
messages. The third consisted of analysis on the indicators of gender structure as reflected in the story, in
order to determine gender relevance and gender orientation. Finally, the analysis results were tabulated.
For the unit of analysis, three indicators of gender structure were utilized, i.e., of gender work
distribution, gender attribute distribution, and the application of norms. Conventionally gender- oriented
short story showed segregation (separation) on one or more indicators. For example, in the distribution of









the distribution of attributes, men assume masculine characters (strong, rational, and brave), leadership,
and ability to solve problems, while women assume feminine characters (beautiful, emotional, and soft),
compliance, and powerlessness to solve the problem. On the application of the norm, there is a difference
of treatment depending on whether the subject is a male or a female. In marriage, for example, a woman is
expected to only love a man, while a man may share his love for some women.
By contrast, progressively gender-oriented stories show overlap (mutual share) on the distribution
of work, distribution of attributes, as well as the application of norms. For example, in the division of labour,
both men and women perform public and productive works as well as domestic and reproductive works. In
the distribution of attributes there is also overlap. Men and women have masculine and feminine characters,
are equally able to lead and to be led, and are equally capable of solving problems, though there are also
times when both are equally unable to solve problems. For example, in the story "Liberation in Djibouti"
(Saraswati, 2002), a woman proved to be a courageous hero. In the application of norms, what applies to
women also applies to men. For example, if a marriage, a woman is expected just to be monogamous, then
a man in principle is also expected to be monogamous (though there are exceptions). In other words, here
the gender structure is egalitarian and men and women have the same rights, obligations, and equal
opportunities.
If, upon reading and re-reading, these three indicators do not appear, it is likely the short story has
no relevance with respect to gender.
FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION
In order to show a general idea on the difference between progressively gender-oriented stories
and conventionally gender-oriented stories, two examples of short synopsis were provided below: the first
story was progressively oriented while the second was conventionally oriented.
Synopsis of Pembebasan di Djibouti [Liberation in Djibouti] (Saraswati, 2003)
Annisa Algar was a female captain pilot at Yemeni Airlines as captain pilot. One day, while she was flying a
plane, a stranger hijacked the plane by using pen-like revolver. Annisa managed to handle the situation with
great leadership. Firstly, while in emergency landing in neighbouring Djibouti, she managed to persuade the
hijacker to release all passengers while leaving her and other crews as hostages. Then, she facilitated
communication between the hijacker and a Yemeni minister. During the prolonged negotiation, she saw an
opportunity to attack the hijacker. During the fight, Annisa got wounded, but, with the help of her co-pilot, she
managed to defeat the hijacker. The plane and its passenger were safely returned to Yemen and the hijacker
was brought to justice.
Synopsis of L’abitudine (Noor, 2004)
Andini had problems with her husband, Gunawan. She thought that there was no future for her and her
husband. She and her husband might get divorced but this would cause a lot of damage to the reputation of the
families of both parties. She chose to solve her unhappiness by having an affair with Adam. Andini kept her
secret; however, she confided to her friend, Josephine, who noted how fragile she was. Ironically, it turned out
that Gunawan also had an affair with Josephine.









In Liberation in Djibouti, Anissa was revealed as (1) performing productive work, (2) possessing
masculine characteristics (e.g., courage) as well as feminine characteristics (e.g., compassion, and (3)
following common application of norms (e.g., she chose to remain a hostage, along with her crews, rather
than choosing to be freed along with passengers, by the virtue that she was a woman). Based on the three
indicators, the story was classified as progressively oriented.
By contrast in L’abitudine, Andini was revealed as (1) performing domestic work only, as a
housewife, (2) showing only feminine characteristics (e.g., soft and fragile). There was no indicator
regarding common application of norm. Thus, inference was based on two indicators, in which the story was
classified as conventionally oriented
After the analysis of the whole samples, the following classifications were made: (1) short stories
that had no relevance to gender issue (G0), (2) short stories that had relevance to gender issues (Gr). Short
stories that belonged to the second category were further classified, namely: (a) short stories that had
conventional gender orientation (Gr-C), (b) short stories that have progressive gender orientation (Gr-P).
The first finding was related the Kompas daily, the Sunday edition. It was found that, of the 25 short
stories, 13 stories (52%) have no gender relevance. The rest, 12 stories (48%), had gender orientation.
Some stories (9, or 36%, short stories) had conventional orientation (Gr-C) while others (3, or 12%, short
stories) had progressive orientation (Gr-P). It is evident that Gr-C stories outnumbered Gr-P short stories.
The second finding was related to Media Indonesia daily, the Sunday edition. It was found that, of
the 25 short stories, 12 stories (48%) have no gender relevance. The rest, 13 short stories (52%), had
gender orientation. Some (11, or 44%, short stories) had conventional orientation (Gr-C) while the rest (2, or
8%, short stories) had progressive orientation (Gr-P). Thus, Gr-C stories also outnumbered Gr-P stories.
The third finding was related to Republika daily, the Sunday edition. It was found that, of the 25
short stories, 12 stories (48%) had no gender relevance. The rest, 13 short stories (52%) had gender
orientation. Some of these stories (10, or 40%, short stories), had conventional orientation (Gr-C) while the
rest (3, or 12%, short stories) had progressive orientation (Gr-P). Again, Gr-C stories outnumbered Gr-P
stories.
The fourth finding was related to Sinar Harapan daily, the Saturday edition. It was found that, of the
25 short stories, 18 stories (72%) had no gender relevance. The remaining seven short stories (28%) have
a gender orientation. Some (4, or 16%, stories)   had conventional orientation (Gr-C) while the rest (3, or
12%, short stories) had progressive orientation (Gr-P). Once more, Gr-C stories outnumbered Gr-P stories.
It is interesting to see that in three newspapers (Kompas, Media Indonesia, and Republika), roughly
half of the number of short stories (48% -52%) turned out to have relevance to the issue of gender. Sinar
Harapan was an exception; here gender relevance was fewer (28%).
However, there are similarities in all four newspapers, in that progressively gender-oriented stories
were fewer in number than conventionally gender-oriented stories. More specifically, there were 12% Gr-P
as compared to 16% Gr-C in Sinar Harapan, 12% Gr-P as compared to 36% Gr-C in Kompas, 8% Gr-P as
compared to 44% Gr-C in Media Indonesia, and 12% Gr-P as compared to 40% Gr-C in Republika. In short,










In this context, it is interesting to compare these results with those of Amagola’s (1998) on women's
magazines. He found that 95% of the values shown in the magazines constituted old values, ones that
reflect gap between male and female roles, and only 5% constituted new (gender progressive values),
which reflect equality.
While Amagola (1998) used different terms, it can be concluded that the old value that reflects the
gap between male and female roles were similar to conventional gender orientation, while new values that
reflect equality were similar to progressive gender orientation in this study.
The research objects in Amagola (1998) consisted women’s magazines and the focus was on the
general content of the magazines, including shot stories as well as other text types, such as continuing
stories, articles, and advertisements. However, as newspapers and women’s magazines belong to the mass
media, it can be concluded that progressive gender orientation texts were in low proportion in both kinds of
mass media, although the proportion in the newspapers was still better than the one in women’s magazines.
With view to the mental development of nations (national character building), this is certainly a
cause for concern. The findings of study and those of Amagola (1998) revealed that the mass media, as
one of the pillars of education-in addition to educational institutions and the community, still could not be
expected to provide inspiration for a more egalitarian society. Therefore, there seems to be a great need to
develop progressively gender-oriented stories in the mass media. In a greater context, there is also a great
need to develop progressively gender oriented texts in textbooks and learning materials, in order to
provide inspiration in the development of more egalitarian society, as the ideals of emancipation.
CONCLUSIONS AND SUGGESTIONS
Gender relevance in various short stories in various Indonesian capital newspapers was uneven. In
three newspapers (Kompas, Media Indonesia, and Republika) the proportions of gender relevance was
from 48 % to 52 %, while in Sinar Harapan it was fewer (28 %). However, all four newspapers revealed that
the proportions of progressive gender-oriented stories we fewer (8 % -16 %) than those for conventional
gender-oriented short stories (16% -44 %).
It is recommended that editors provide more spaces for the publication of progressively gender-
oriented short stories. It is also recommended that further research be performed on gender orientation in
newspaper stories in various regions (outside Jakarta).
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